
It was a long way from a discussion 
over coffee where Senator Daly put 
forward the merits of a Certificate of 
Irish Heritage to Ray Bassett, head of 
the Irish Abroad unit, part of the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs in March 
2009 to the White House in March 
2012. Senator Daly is delighted to 
have worked with Department offi-
cials, designers and Irish Organisa-
tions Overseas to make the Certifi-
cate a reality. 

SENATOR DALY TAKES CERTIFICATE OF IRISH 
HERITAGE FROM CONCEPT TO WHITE HOUSE 

PRESIDENT OBAMA PRESENTED WITH A CERTIFICATE OF  
IRISH HERITAGE AT THE WHITE HOUSE IN  MARCH 2012 

THE 3RD CERTIFICATE OF IRISH HERITAGE WAS 
PRESENTED TO THE COACH OF NOTRE DAME 
UNIVERSITY FOOTBALL TEAM 

 

A Chara,
A year into my second term as a Senator, I would like 
to take this opportunity to update you on the issues 
and policy initiatives I have been involved in, during 
the course of the last year, since my re-election. 
It also gives me an opportunity to update you on some 
of the interesting new initiatives and projects my team 
and I are currently working on. 
This second term has been somewhat different in that 
we have had to get used to being in opposition. How-
ever, this has not lessened our determination to con-
tinue to pursue issues and initiatives we firmly believe 
in. 
While we have not achieved all that we had set out to 
do across all our projects, we have made considerable 
progress and achieved significant results with many of 
the issues my team and I have pursued, a summary of 
which is outlined in the next 4 pages of the newsletter. 
 As our country continues to experience a tough eco-
nomic climate and resultant high unemployment rates, 
many people face significant financial challenges in 
their day to day lives. The key challenge and priority 
we face as a nation is the urgent need for greater job 
creation and better promotion of enterprise and trade 

growth. In this environment, I believe every elected 
representative, whatever their position, has a strong 
duty to promote these issues in whatever capacity 
they can, whether in their own districts or interna-
tionally. This is a key theme of my current term and I 
will continue to  work with a number of organizations 
and employer bodies on various issues related to job 
creation and making it easier for companies to oper-
ate by reducing red tape where possible. In this vein, I 
am involved with the South Kerry Development Part-
nership, which assists those who have viable business 
proposals to create jobs or sustain existing business in 
their localities. I will also be participating on the forth-
coming Foreign Affairs & Trade Committee mission to 
the U.S. to promote Ireland as a business location and 
trade partner to US companies. If you have any policy 
ideas, initiatives or potential projects you would like to 
discuss or if I can be of any assistance to you with any 
issues, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Is Mise le Meas

SENATOR 
MARK DALY
ONE YEAR ON SINCE RE-ELECTION

The Certificate of Irish Heritage is 
the first official recognition by the 
Irish Government of the 70 million  
members of the global Irish communi-
ty. With 10 million Irish Americans un-
der the age of 18 there are enormous  
opportunities for Ireland. Those who 
receive Certificates will be commu-
nicated with regularly to promote 
tourism, education, and investments 
in Ireland. This has great potential 
to open a channel to engage with 

the Irish overseas to develop and 
strengthen existing links.
Since the licence to produce, mar-
ket, and distribute the Certificate 
was issued to Kerry based company  
FEXCO, Senator Daly has worked 
with them to ensure wide-spread 
exposure and promotion to the 
Irish abroad. This included a recent 
proposal to the US Embassy that 
President Obama, in light of his Irish 
Heritage, would be presented with 
a Certificate. The Senator was hon-
oured to be in the White House on 
the 20th of March  for the  presenta-
tion of a Certificate of Irish Heritage 
by the Taoiseach to the president of 
the United States.



As a result of his speech in the Seanad 
on the 27th of July 2011 regarding al-
legations of Child Abuse at a boarding 
school in Cork, three separate investi-
gations were initiated.
Initially information was given to the 
Senator, regarding a member of staff 
who may have been responsible for 
child abuse at a boarding school in 
Cork, he investigated the accusations, 
held meeting and discussions with 
various parties over several months 
and became convinced there was 
credible evidence and serious cause 
for concern. During his research Sena-
tor Daly discovered that there were 7 
separate allegations of alleged abuse 
in the school which were reported to 
the Gardai between 1996 and 2008. 
However, no prosecutions were taken 
by the DPP. The Senator engaged with 
state agencies, victim support groups 
and the religious order to ensure that 
vulnerable children were protected 
and possible victims of the alleged 
abusers received counselling and as-
sistance.
Despite initially stating that they 
would do everything they could, it be-

came evident that the order was more 
interested in protecting themselves 
rather than helping any potential vic-
tims or implementing restrictions sup-
posedly imposed on certain members 
of its order. It was only after the head 
of the Missionary’s of the Sacred Heart 
refused to reach out to victims that 
Senator Daly took the extraordinary 
step of speaking in the Seanad and 
naming an alleged abuser. To date 
The National Council for Safeguarding 
Children have completed a preliminary 
inquiry into the Missionary of the Sa-
cred Heart. The Health Service Execu-
tive is currently undertaking an investi-
gation of the Order. The Gardai have a 
large team of detectives investigating 
the allegations made, which has lead 
to hopes, that, on this occasion, the 
DPP will pursue a prosecution.
Senator Daly is working with alleged 
victims and the relevant authorities 
to get counselling for the victims and 
pursue all legal options available.
Statement by Executive Director of the 
Child Abuse support organisation One 
in Four, Maeve Lewis following Senator 
Daly’s Speech on the 27th July 2011 

“Senator Daly was placed 
in an impossible position. 

 He was contacted as a 
public representative by 

people who gave him  
plausible and compelling 
information that they had 

been abused by this  
person and that they had 

exhausted all possible 
legal avenues. Senator 

Daly had two choices: to 
do nothing and hope that 

another child would not be 
sexually abused or to act in 
order to protect children. I 
do not envy him this moral 

quandary. Ultimately, he 
decided to act. We are all 

well aware of the  
horrendous consequences 

of secrecy and silence 
therefore, in this particular 

instance, One in Four  
supports his decision.” 

CHILD ABUSE INVESTIGATION INTO CORK 
SCHOOL AS A RESULT OF SENATOR MARK 
DALY’S SPEECH IN THE CHAMBER 

It was a long battle which started 
with a damming report written 
by the Assistant Secretary of the  
Department of Transport Mr John 
Feron which proposed the clo-
sure of the Valentia Coast Guard  
Station. However, due to the  
combined hard work of the people 
of Valentia, the staff of the coast-
guard station, experts from the area 
and Senator Mark Daly the future of 
the station has been secured.
 “The station was as good as closed 
after the Feron report of 2007 but 
with the help of the islanders, the 
staff and experts from Kerry we 
de-constructed the report and in a 
transport committee meeting, the 

Assistant Secretary of the Depart-
ment John Feron,  could not cred-
ibly defend his own report”.
After the cross examination by  
Oireachtas members from Kerry 
and Donegal led by Senator Daly 
the decision to close the station 
was reversed. The renovation of 
the existing coast guard station at  
Valentia will be completed this 
summer. Then €5,000,000 worth 
of new communications equip-
ment, which was purchased to up-
grade the nations Marine Rescue  
Coordination communications  
system, will be installed at the  
station. 

CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH  
PROTECTION  
BILL PUBLISHED 
IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH THE  
SENATOR 
DR JOHN CROWN  
Working with renowned cancer  
specialist and Senator, Dr John 
Crown, Senator Daly has published a 
joint Bill aimed at protecting children 
under the age of 16 from the harmful 
effects of smoking. The Bill bans 
any form of tobacco smoking in all 
vehicles while children are present. 
Based on research in the States, 
Dr. Crown has demonstrated that  
because of the restricted area in 
which the smoke is circulated, that 
second-hand smoke in a vehicle can 
exceed levels in homes and bars 
by ten to one hundred times. Such  
exposure can cause significant  
increase in the risk of persistent 
wheeziness, asthma, and even  
bronchitis in children.  

VALENTIA COASTGUARD  
STATION SAVED FROM CLOSURE



Senator Daly is honoured to 
be part of the Government’s 
1916 Rising Centenary Com-
mittee. The centenary of the 
Rising will be marked by 
Community Engagement, 
Educational, and Commem-
orative events. 2016 will see 
the celebration of the men 
and women who did an ex-
traordinary thing on an or-
dinary day. They wrote an-
other chapter in the book of 
Irish independence.
The engagement of ordi-
nary citizens in shaping the 
direction and lead up to the 
year of the commemora-
tion is an integral part of the 
committees work. Members 
of the public are invited to 
contact Mark to discuss 

After a 34 year long campaign, the 
sod was finally turned on the new 
forty bed Kenmare Hospital. Senator 
Daly, over the last 3 years, was proud 
to work along side the members of 
the Kenmare Hospital Action commit-
tee some of whom, Michael Harrington 
and Richard Doran, have been on the 
committee since it was formed in 1978. 
The important role of the officials in the 
Department of Health and in the Health 
Service Executive was crucial in ensur-
ing that all delays were ultimately over-
come.
 Given the recent audit by the Health In-
formation and Quality Authority, there 
was a real possibility that if the pro-
posed new hospital did not go ahead 

on this occasion, then the existing hos-
pital would be closed. Officials in the 
Department of Health have informed 
Senator Daly that in light of the current 
economic climate, Kenmare Hospital 
may be the last hospital to be built in 
this country for a decade. After many 
years of hope and despair, the Sena-
tor’s role in securing a legally binding 
agreement between the HSE and the 
contractor prior to the 2010 budget 
was key in ensuring that the hospital fi-
nally went ahead on this occasion. Since 
the sod turning on the 3rd of February 
2012 the retaining walls around the pe-
rimeter have been put in place, founda-
tions works have been completed and 
the walls are under construction.  

SENATOR DALY HONOURED  
TO BE PART OF THE  
GOVERNMENT’S 1916 RISING 
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 
COMMITTEE 

3RD OF FEBRUARY 2012 SENATOR 
MARK DALY AND MINISTER FOR 
HEALTH JAMES REILLY TURNING THE 
SOD ON THE NEW KENMARE HOSPITAL

LEGALLY BINDING AGREEMENT SECURED BY  
SENATOR DALY PRIOR TO 2010 BUDGET ENSURED 
THAT NEW KENMARE HOSPITAL GOT GO AHEAD 

SENATOR MARK DALY IS 
THE FIRST PERSON IN  
THE HISTORY OF THE  
SEANAD TO BE  
APPOINTED BY ANY  
PARTY TO REPRESENT 
THE IRISH OVERSEAS  
It is a distinct honour to be a voice for the Irish 
Overseas in the Irish Parliament considering that 
some 70 Million people around the world today 
claim Irish Heritage.With 40 million of that global 
Irish community living in the United States this 
represents Ireland’s single largest Overseas com-
munity. The issue of concern is the ongoing cam-
paign to provide visas for the 50,000 undocu-
mented Irish. Many Irish who immigrated to the US 
in recent decades never got their residence status 
regularised. As a result of their current undocu-
mented status, they are unable to access govern-
ment services, fully participate in society in their 
adopted country, or in some cases, travel home 
to Ireland. Senator Daly is working with the Irish 
Lobby for Immigration Reform and former Con-
gressman Bruce Morrison, the creator of the Mor-
rison Visa Bill, to try and get a new US visa for the 
undocumented Irish. 

SENATOR DALY MEETING ON CAPITOL HILL WITH  
FORMER CONGRESSMAN BRUCE MORRISON ON THE 20TH 
MARCH TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED VISA  
LEGISLATION FOR THE IRISH

their ideas. So far some ide-
as put forward by Senator 
Daly include;
• A Freedom Trail (similar 

to the Boston freedom 
trail where a Red (green 
in Dublin) line connects 
the main locations of  
the Independence  
movement)

• Flags for Schools (each 
day the flag on the GPO 
would be replaced  
and once a year 365 
secondary schools would 
receive one of these flags 
which has flown from the 
GPO)

• School Debates on Local 
Radio (where schools  
will competed in a  
government sponsored 
debate about the events 
of 1916 on their local radio 
station)
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The NAMA and Irish Bank Resolu-
tion Corporation Transparency Bill 
2011 introduced by Senator Mark 
Daly provides that, in the interest 
of transparency, all relevant details 
of loans, properties, and/or other 
assets being offered for sale by, or 
with the approval of, NAMA or the 
Irish Bank Resolution Corporation 
(formally Anglo Irish Bank) be made 

available to the public by means of 
publication on a website. Many peo-
ple have expressed concerns over 
how NAMA is allowing property over 
which it has control over to be sold.
Taoiseach Enda Kenny, who stated in 
June of last year that he “had some 
indications of attempts to acquire 
property that was taken from devel-
opers through a variety of methods, 

I hope that NAMA are on top of that, 
and that where NAMA have acquired 
assets that they don’t find their way 
back to where they were acquired 
from in the first place.”
The objective of the Bill is to get 
NAMA to sell all assets under its 
control in an open and transparent 
manner. 

NAMA AND ANGLO IRISH BANK  
TRANSPARENCY BILL PUBLISHED  
BY SENATOR DALY

SENATE SHOULD 
HAVE ROLE IN  
REPAIRING THE  
DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT 
There is a lot of analysis of the role of the Senate at the mo-
ment in the media. However, there is a new role for the cham-
ber that would repair some of the Democratic Deficit that 
Senator Daly identified as a part of his work on the committee 
on Seanad Reform. 
Here are some of the startling facts he has  
put on the record of the house; 
Since the passing of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, 139 piece of 
legislation have been sent to EU parliaments for comment 
and consideration. 428 submissions have been made by the 
27 members of the EU. Of the 428 submission made, Ireland 
has made one.
The EU Scrutiny Committee has estimated that 75% of the 
laws passed in Ireland in any given year are placed on the stat-
ute book by ministers signing statutory instruments to give 
effect to EU directives and changes to original laws passed 
by the Dail and Seanad. None of these Statutory Instruments 
are ever put before either house prior to them being put into 
effect.
The Number of Statutory instruments relative to the amount 
of Acts of the Oireachtas is 13 to 1.
Since Independence there have been 1,985 Acts passed where 
as there were 26,000 statutory instruments signed into law by 
Ministers without any scrutiny by the elected members. 
7,333 of these Statutory Instruments were signed in the 10 
years form 2001 to 2010.
The senator will be arguing that in light of these startling sta-
tistics that the future role of the Seanad would be to scrutinise 
Statutory Instruments before they are signed and where nec-
essary proposing amendments to EU legislation 
note: following the raising of these concerns in the Senate by 
Senator Daly, the Chairs of all Committees in the House are 
evaluating how to rectify this democratic deficit. 
  


