
 

War of Independence 
1919-1921 

In onóir gaisigh Óglaigh na hÉireann agus laochra  
Cumann na mBan a throid ar son Saoirse na hÉireann  

a tógadh an leacht chuimhneacháin seo. 
 Erected in honour of the men of Óglaigh na  

hÉireann and the women of Cumann na mBan  
who fought for Irish independence and who  

supported the struggle for freedom. 
 The Headford Ambush, March 21st 1921, was one of the most notable  
military engagements between Óglaigh na hÉireann and British troops during 
the War of Independence.  Following intelligence given by Kenmare Cumann 
na mBan member Petty Tangney, Kerry No.2 Brigade Flying Column attacked B’  
Company of the 1st Battalion, Royal London Fusiliers, at Headford Junction 
railway station. The Flying Column included five men from the this area:

John Flynn (Bonane), Paddy Lynch (Cahir),
Tom O’Connor Scarteen (Kenmare),  

Dan Patsy O’Sullivan (Kilgarvan),  
Pat O’Shea (Lauragh) 

The other Irish Volunteers involved in the ambush that afternoon were: 
Daniel J. Allman O.C., Tom McEllistrim (V.C.)

James Bailey, John Brosnan, Peter Browne, Jack Burke,  
Con Cahill, Moss Carmody, James Coffey, Giles Cooper,  
Din Bat Cronin, Jack Cronin, Pat Cronin, James Daly,  

Michael Doherty, Tom Fleming, Dan Healy, John B Lenihan,  
Dave McCarthy, Neilus McCarthy, Johnny O’Connor,  

Tim O’Donoghue, Michael O’Leary, Denis Prenderville,  
Jack Shanahan, Denis Sullivan, Peter Sullivan 

During the fierce fighting, which lasted nearly an hour, Commanding  
Officer Daniel Allman and Volunteer Jimmy Bailey were shot and killed. Three 
civilians were caught in crossfire and died from their wounds. Eight soldiers of 
the 1st Battalion were killed. 
Following this guerrilla attack in Headford, the Fusiliers carried out intense 
searches in the Kenmare area. On May 1st 1921, Lieutenant Denis Tuohy 
of Óglaigh na hÉireann was captured during a search in Gortalassa,  
Kenmare. Lt. Tuohy was taken to a temporarymilitary barracks at Kemmare  
Workhouse, Kilmurry, where he was interrogated for several hours before  
being killed - having remained steadfast and true to his comrades.
 

We remember with pride the men and  
women of the Kenmare area who took part  

in the struggle for Irish freedom.

Invitation to the Unveiling by
The Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaelteacht Jimmy 

Deenihan TD, Senator Mark Daly and the  
Transition YearClass of Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine 2012

of the
War of Independence & 

Headford Ambush Memorial



Kenmare easter 
WeeK GatherInG
The central theme of the Kenmare Easter Week Gathering is to 
honour and remember those people from our community who 
died and risked their lives for the freedom of future generations 
of Irish citizens.

The Proclamation of 1916, a copy of which will be unveiled 
this Easter in Kenmare, expresses ideals and concepts that 
were revolutionary. The leaders of the 1916 Rising carefully  
articulated the new Republic’s guarantees of ‘religious and civil 
liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities to all its citizens’ – 
regardless of their differences. While claiming the allegiance of 
‘every Irishman and Irishwoman’, the Irish Republic committed 
itself to ‘cherishing all of the children of the nation equally’.

As we gather to remember these men and women, so must we 
uphold their guarantees and reaffirm these ideals while working 
together for a peaceful future for ourselves and our children.

As we gather to honour all those who died fighting for liberty 
and equality, it is important to remember that the Proclamation, 
the events of Easter 1916 and the War of Independence can best 
be defined by what we were fighting for – not who we were 
fighting against.

Kenmare has a unique place in the history of Ireland from 
1916-1921. As we approach the centenary of the War of  
Independence and as part of the Gathering, Kenmare has  
become a natural centre for visitors to Kerry and Cork who wish 
to learn more about the events and people of that time.

In 1916, Rosalie Rice of Kenmare Post Office sent a coded  
telegram to America reporting that the Rising had begun.  
Students of Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine completed research that 
detailed one of the last incidents of the War of Independence 
which took place in Kenmare.

The Easter Week events will have several distinct parts: dis-
play of memorabilia and artefacts from that time, the Easter  
Commemoration and the Courthouse theatre.

memorabIlIa on DIsplay
Sunday March 24th, 2pm-4pm : Dublin antique  
experts Adams will host a Cork/ Kerry 1916-1922 
valuation .  Anyone with memorabilia from this era 
is invited to bring it to Dromquinna Manor where  
Adams experts will give their opinion on the pieces.  
It is planned to host a national exhibition in Kenmare 
in 2016 and the owners of the most interesting  
pieces will be invited to loan them to the 2016 event. 
There is no charge for the valuation and all kinds of  
memorabilia are welcome.

It is our aim to get Memorabilia and artefact’s from 
the period 1916 –1921 and they will be on continuous  
display and make Kenmare Ireland’s first town  
museum. The revamped Heritage Centre houses 
will have a new informative display and a guide to  
historical events of the area.

easter CommemoratIon
At 6.01pm on Easter Saturday a colour party of 
the Irish Defence Forces will lead a parade from  
Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine to the Square in Kenmare. 
There, students and  Minister for Arts, Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht, Jimmy Deenihan and Senator Mark 
Daly (members of the All-Party Oireachtas Decade of  
Commemorations Committee) will unveil a memorial 
to the men and women involved in the War of  
Independence, and in particular to those who  
participated in the Headford Ambush. Also celebrating 
the lives of the men and women of  Óglaigh na  
hÉireann and Cumann na mBan who were part of the 
struggle for Irish independence, will be descendants of 
those involved  at Headford:

Courthouse theatre
Easter Saturday 7.00pm : In the Kenmare Courthouse 
the local drama group, the Carnegie Players, will  
re-enact the “Speeches from the Dock” of Robert  
Emmet and Pádraig Pearse on?

Donations to cover the cost of the monument and events are very 
welcome. You can also become a Friend of the Kenmare Easter Week 
Gathering at a cost €50. Details from Mark.Daly@Oireachtas.ie


