
Since becoming the first Senate 
spokesperson for the Irish  
Overseas and Diaspora in March 
this year I have been working 
to give a voice to our 70 million 
strong global Irish Community.
 As part of the effort to ensure 
those who left these shores have 
even more representation at a  
national level I am working to 
make sure that new legislation will 
include more senators elected by 
the Irish Overseas and those in the 
North of Ireland. A group which  
includes Senator Fergal Quinn, 
Senator Katherine Zappone, former 
 Senator Joe O’Toole and former 
Minister for Justice Michael  
McDowell are drafting legislation 
that will reform the Senate election 
process. Ireland is one of the few 
countries in Europe that do not 
give voting rights to its citizens 
who are living overseas. Of the 33 
countries in the European Council, 

Ireland is one of four who do 
not give any votes to its citizens  
abroad. The government are  
continually drawing on the huge 
level of talent that exists in our 
Diaspora. It should support the 
forthcoming legislation to ensure 
that the Irish everywhere have a 
voice at home.
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JOB CREATION 
THE MOST  
IMPORTANT  
ISSUE OF OUR 
TIME 75% GRANTS  
AVAILABLE  
With the number of unemployment 
currently standing at 14.8% and with 
emigration at 87,200 job creation is the 
most important issue of our time. The 
challenge of creating and sustaining 
jobs in the current economic climate  
s made all the more difficult by the 
lending policies of the banks. Many in 
business are finding it impossible to 
get loans from financial institutions. As 
more of our school leavers and college  
graduates see no alternative but to  
seek work in Canada, Australia &  
New Zealand, the importance of  
alternative options can not be  
emphasised enough. 75% grants are 
now available to those who have  
business proposals that will help  
create new jobs for themselves and  
for their community. If you have any  
queries on this or would like more  
information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me.

SENATOR DALY PRESENTING CERTIFICATES OF IRISH HERITAGE WITH AMERICAN AMBASSADOR  
MR DAN ROONEY TO THE NEW YORK ROSE ANNE-MARIE LYNCH AND BOSTON ROSE LISSA BRAMLEY



ON THE 2ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE ISSUING OF 
THE LEGALLY BINDING AGREEMENT, NEGOTIATED 
BY SENATOR MARK DALY, GLENBEIGH  
CONSTRUCTION AND THE HSE, CONSTRUCTION  
OF KENMARE HOSPTIAL IS ON TRACK FOR  
COMPLETION IN 2013 
 2 years ago on the 3rd December 2010 the legally  
binding agreement that ensured the construction of the 
new 40 bed Kenmare Hospital was issued. The agreement 
followed weeks of intense discussion and negotiation 
between the HSE, Glenbeigh Construction and I. The  
urgency of an agreement at the time is important to  
remember as there was no guarantee that the budget 
of the 7th  December 2010 would pass through the 
Dáil thus triggering an automatic election. Also at the 
time a general election was imminent and anticipated  
within months if not weeks. There was much speculation 
in the first half of 2011, by the media, local politicians, 
HSE officials in Kerry and the new Minister for Health 
as to whether the Hospital would go ahead. This  
speculation was exemplified by the Kerryman Newspaper 
headline on the 1st June 2011 which stated “Kenmare 
Hospital may be put off until 2014”. In the same paper 
I stated “The reason Kenmare Hospital is on the list is 
because of a legally binding agreement, which cannot 
be overestimated. When I was talking to the HSE, they 
said they were tied into it. If they were not tied into 
it, you can be sure we would be gone”. This lack of  
certainty by others was shown when a local TD asked a 
parliamentary question on the 17th of May 2011 “They 

deserve a new hospital, as do the people, and if it is  
provided, the capital expenditure involved will be  
minuscule when compared to the service that will be 
provided for many years to come. I sincerely call on the 
new Government and the Minister to allow construction 
to go ahead” Since December 2010 I had been  
consistently on the record stating that the future of 
the new hospital was secure. I am glad to report that  
opening date of mid 2013 is now on target. 

BAN ON SMOKING IN 
CARS WHERE CHILDREN 
ARE PRESENT MAKES 
PROGRESS IN SENATE 
On the 3rd May 2012 Senator Dr John Crown, Senator  
Jillian van Turnhout and I introduced the Children’s Health 
Protection Bill which would ban smoking in cars where 
children are present. This legislation will make Ireland 
one of the few countries in Europe to have such a ban in 
place. Research shows that a child who inhales second 
hand smoke in a car for an hour inhales the same amount 
of toxins as a fire-fighter who is working on a forest fire 
for 8 hours. Department of Health officials have proposed 
a few small amendments which will be added to the bill  
during committee stage. This will be taken by the Minister 
for Health when he attends the Senate in the coming 
weeks.

 

BRIAN CROWLEY MEP WITH SENATOR MARK DALY AND UNA  
CLINTON O’NEILL OF THE KENMARE HOSPITAL ACTION GROUP

SIGN-LANGUAGE  
INTERPRETERS NOW 
AVAILABLE TO ALL 
MEMBERS OF THE 
DEAF COMMUNITY 
WHEN MEETING WITH 
MEMBERS OF THE  
DÁIL AND SENATE  
FOLLOWING PRESSURE 
FROM SENATOR  
MARK DALY
I was extremely proud to be nominated by the Irish 
Deaf Society to run as a candidate in the 2007  
Senate election. Since then I have worked on many  
issues on their behalf in the Senate. Currently I am  
drafting legislation that would have Irish Sign  
Language (ISL) recognised as an official language 
here. This would allow the 50,000 users of ISL in 
Ireland access to a government service that up until 
now is not possible. 
Access to their Public Representatives is also a  
topic that was of concern to the deaf community. 
Following a number of meetings with the Ceann 
Comhairle’s office they have agreed to allow  
members of both the Senate and Dáil to hire Irish 
Sign Language Interpreters for meetings with people 
in the deaf community. 



FIGHTING THE NATIONAL 
DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT: 
ONLY 2% OF THE LAWS 
MADE IN IRELAND EVERY 
YEAR DEBATED BY DÁIL 
AND SENATE 

On the 29th of August the Irish Examiner published an  
article which I wrote on the growing National Democratic 
Deficit. The research which I undertook showed that 
only 2% of the laws and regulations that take effect in  
Ireland every year are debated by the Dáil and the Senate.  
Following on from the article, I published the Scrutiny of 
EU Directives and Transparency in Government Bill which 
would ensure that the Senate review all the EU Directives, 
Regulations and Government Statutory Instruments. This 
piece of legislation will ensure a rebalance in the current 
democratic deficit.
In 2011, 1,234 EU Regulations and 105 EU Directives were 
transposed directly into Irish law without debate, ministers 
signed into law 741 Statutory instruments with scrutiny 
by the parliament. Only 41 Acts were initiated by the  
national parliament. This suggests that 98 percent of all 
laws passed in Ireland are done so without any legislative 
scrutiny and merely enacted by ministerial authority.
Even in the limited circumstances where the Oireachtas 
has been handed an opportunity to conduct meaningful 
scrutiny of EU legislation, it has failed miserably and  
embarrassingly so when compared to other EU states.
The Lisbon Treaty permits each national parliament eight 
weeks to make submissions on proposed EU legislation. 
In response to the 139 pieces of legislation which were  
released for comment and consideration by member state 
parliaments in the first two years after Lisbon, the EU  
received 428 submissions, of which Ireland made only one. 

WITH UNA MCGOUGH WHO SPOKE TO MEMBERS OF LEINSTER 
HOUSE ABOUT HER FATHER GERRY I VISITED GERRY IN MAGHA-
BERRY PRISON. GERRY IS IN FAVOUR OF THE PEACE PROCESS YET IS 
BEING HELD IN JAIL CONTRARY TO THE WESTERNPARK AGREEMENT

WITH JOHN MCALISTER MLA, EAMON O’CUIV TD AND THE MOST REV-
EREND NOEL TREANOR, BISHOP OF DOWN AND CONNOR OUTSIDE ST 
PATRICKS CHURCH BELFAST WHERE WE WERE PART OF AN OBSERVER 
GROUP TO ENSURE THAT THE ORANGE ORDER PARADE WHICH THREAT-
ENED VIOLENCE PASSED WITHOUT INCIDEN

SENATOR DALY  
HELPS WITH THE  
ESTABLISHMENT OF 
“IRELAND TODAY”  
TV CHANNEL WHICH 
WILL GET IRELAND’S 
MESSAGE OUT TO  
38 MILLION HOMES  
IN THE UNITED STATES 
Since last July I have been working with a  
Washington DC based TV Distributions Company, 
MHz Worldview USA.  They are a public television 
leader in broadcasting  international television  
programmes such as China Today, France 24  
and Al Jazeera to 38 million American homes, 
1 million of MHz households are in Washington  
DC where some of Americas key decision makers 
live.  During a series of meetings which I helped  
arrange with broadcasters in Ireland, MHz has  
negotiated the terms of content distribution  
agreements. 
It is the objective, that within 12 months of its 
launch, in March 2013 that Ireland Today will  
be broadcasting daily news, current affairs,  
politics, business, drama /adventure /cultural / 
educational series, sport and special events,  
24 hours a day from Ireland into the United States. 
The power of Ireland Today for our country is  
that it will get the message that Ireland is a good 
place to do business and a great place to visit. 
The Ireland Today Channel is also in talks with  
various State Agencies here to promote Ireland  
as a Holiday destination as well as a place for  
US companies to establish their European  
Headquarters. 



★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

NOTRE DAME VS OLD NAVY GAME 
It was a pleasure to be involved in the Notre Dame vs Old Navy Game and 
to give tours to some of the 35,000 who 35,000 travelled to Ireland for 
the weekend 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

TRANSPARENCY IN NAMA
I will continue to work for the introduction into law legislation which will 
provide more transparency in NAMA under the NAMA and Anglo Irish 
Bank Resolution Corporation Transparency Bill 2012 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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3 ARRESTED 
AND 27 FILES 
SENT TO THE 
DIRECTOR  
OF PUBLIC 
PROSECUTION 
FOLLOWING 
SENATE 
SPEECH. 
Since my speech in the Senate last 
year where I used parliamentary 
privilege to name an alleged 
child abuser, a subsequent Garda  
investigation lead to the arrest of 
3 people. On the 7th of September 
this year the Irish Examiner  
published an article that I wrote which  
outlined the events that lead up to 
this. The full article is available on 
my website.

JOHN ALLEN ONE OF IRELAND’S TRUE GENTLEMEN AND A SURVIVOR OF CHILD SEX ABUSE WHO 
SECURED A CRIMINAL CONVICTION AGAINST BROTHER GARRY CREEVEY . JOHN ASKED THE JUDGE 
NOT TO SEND HIS ABUSER TO JAIL. JOHN IS TERMINALLY ILL AND THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS HAVE 
WITHDRAWN THEIR OFFER OF COMPENSATION. SENATOR JILLIAN VAN TURNHOUT AND I ARE 
WORKING TO ENSURE JUSTICE FOR JOHN  

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

SENATOR MARK DALY 
WITH CANADIAN 

AMBASSADOR 
LOYOLA HEARN

As Seanad Spokesperson for the Irish 
Overseas I have been working  with 
the Canadian Ambassador to Ireland,  
Ambassador Loyola Hearn on a number 
of issues including the introduction 
of a reciprocal arrangement between  
Ireland and Canada on Driver Licences. 
I had previously raised this in the  
Seanad as a matter on the adjournment. 
2 Canadian Provinces, Saskatchewan 
and New Brunswick have agreed to  
implement the arrangement and we 
will continue to work to progress this.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

OTHER NEWS


