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On behalf of the friends of Kenmare Hospital Group, who have
your hard work.
nearly 40 years for our new hospital, I wish to thank you for
many years numerous
For many years we have had promises and false dawns. Over
n. The only promise
other politicians have made promises, most of which were broke
e of the area.
you made was to work hard for this hospital and for the peopl
ome, that progress
You have been relentless in ensuring that all delays were overc
ved. I have lost
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continued to be made and that on this occasion success was
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us of the delays and progress. Alone among public representa
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relentless in your efforts on behalf of the friends of Kenmare
Finally may I wish you every success in the future
Yours faithfully,
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Una O’ Neill – Spokesperson for the Friends of Kenmare Hosp
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SENATOR MARK DALY

39 Years of Campaigning
‘We had promises… but each went
off the radar. We have been
“deprioritised”, then “reprioritised”
and put back on the drawing board
time and again.’
UNA O’NEILL, SPOKESPERSON FOR THE FRIENDS OF KENMARE
COMMUNITY HOSPITAL, 10TH NOVEMBER 2010

đ

2006 A Minister of State announced that the extension
to Kenmare Hospital would be in the 2006-10 capital
programme.

đƫ 2007 The Friends of Kenmare Community Hospital
were told that the proposed extension was included
in the HSE’s programme.

BERTIE MCSWINEY, MICHAEL HARRINGTON, MINISTER JAMES
REILLY,MARY FITZGERALD, DR CRUSHELL, MAIREAD DOYLE, EILEEN
O’ SULLIVAN,RICHARD DORAN, DAMIEN O’FLYNN, MICHAEL
CONNOR SCARTEEN, SHEILA O SULLIVAN, JOHN O SULLIVAN,
SENATOR MARK DALY

đƫ 2007 General Election – A local politician states that
a hospital extension is part of his deal.
đƫ 2008 HSE report stated that a new hospital should be
built and not an extension.

đƫ 1974 Local election – A public representative stated
that he was instrumental in getting ten extra beds for
the hospital.

đƫ 2008 1st of December – At a public meeting regarding
the Hospital organised with the help of Senator Mark
Daly, one public representative announced that there
was ‘…no deal for a new hospital’ and that they ‘only
had a deal for an extension’.

đƫ 1975 – The Friends of Kenmare Community
Hospital was formed to ﬁght for an extension.
đƫ 1978 – Plans were drawn up by Harry Wallace
Architects.

đƫ 2008 A letter that was circulated by a local politician
claimed the project would go ahead in 2009

đƫ 1997 General Election – A politician stated Kenmare
e
Hospital was to get its long-talked about extension.
n.
đƫ 2002 January – The hospital action group was told
d
by a local politician that an extension would commence in 2002 and a design team would be appointed.
đƫ 2002 General Election – Another local politician
stated that €2 million had been secured,
stating: ‘this is truth and fact, not wishful thinking as
dreamt by others’.
đƫ 2003 – The Friends of Kenmare Community
Hospital received a letter from the then Minister forr
Health and Children.
đƫ 2003 – Deputy in the constituency, was told there
would be a delay until 2004.
đƫ 2004 – Friends of Kenmare Community Hospital
received a subsequent and similar letter from the
then Minister for Health and Children saying there
would be a further delay.
đƫ 2005 – The Friends of Kenmare Community
Hospital were told by a local politician that
the matter of the hospital extension was going
before the Southern Health Board.

‘The only public representative
that has been in contact with
this office in relation to the
Kenmare Hospital Project
over the last 12months is
Senator Mark Daly.’
HSE ESTATES DUBLIN

LETTER FROM SENATOR MARK DALY TO STAFF OF KENMARE HOSPITAL,
INFORMING THEM OF LEGALLY BINDING LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE THAT HE
NEGOTIATED
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Landmarks on the road
to Kenmare hospital

A Chara,
After A NEARLY 40 year cam
paign I was
delighted to see the 40 bed Ke
nmare
Hospital opening. I was proud
to have
spent the last 5 years working
along side
the members of the Kenmare
Hospital
Action committee some of wh
om,
Michael Harrington and Richar
d Doran,
have been on the committee
since it was
formed. The role of the officia
ls in the
Department of Health and in
the Health
Service Executive in ensuring
that all
delays were overcome is impo
ssible
for me to convoy. Officials in
the
Department of Health have inf
ormed me
that in light of the current eco
nomic
situation, that Kenmare Hospi
tal may
be the last hospital to be built
in this
country for a decade. After ma
ny years
of hope and despair, of many
promise
and pledges, I made only one
promise
and that was to work relentle
ssly for you
to make sure all that needed
to be done
was done. This newsletter outlin
es some
of the meeting, actions and de
cisive
moments that was part of my
work for
you over the last 5 years.

BRIAN CROWLEY MEP WITH SENATOR MARK DALY AND UNA
CLINTON O’NEILL OF THE KENMARE HOSPITAL ACTION GROUP

SENATOR DALY ON SITE WITH KEVIN MCALLEN

Senator Mark Daly
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2009
đƫ 22nd December Senator Daly organises a meeting of
the Friends of Kenmare Hospital and Michael Fitzgerald
of Kerry HSE, along with public representatives from
South Kerry, to discuss the next steps towards
getting a new Hospital.

2010

JANUARY
đƫ 22nd January At a meeting in Tralee with the HSE team
and Michael Fitzgerald of the HSE Kerry, Senator Daly
discusses the accommodation and design briefs for the
hospital and insists that the trial holes be completed
as soon as possible so as not to cause a delay.
Mr Fitzgerald gives Senator Daly an assurance that
the brief will be written up once the National service
plan is signed by the Minister and she has instructed
that Kenmare Hospital be included in the capital plan.

22ND DECEMBER 2009 – SENATOR DALY MEETS WITH UNA O’NEILL,
SPOKESPERSON FOR FRIENDS OF KENMARE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
TO DISCUSS PLANS

đƫ 30th January Senator Daly writes to Michael
Fitzgerald of the HSE and asks that a wood burning
stove be included in the plans so that local suppliers
could be used to heat the hospital. The stove becomes
part of the plans
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‘I congratulate my colleague,
Senator Daly. It did not take
him long to ensure work on
the hospital ﬁrst announced in
1974 is to proceed. I say,
“Well done, to him”.’
SENATOR MARC MACSHARRY, SEANAD DEBATES

Ä
29th March South Kerry Oireachtas
Members Tom Sheehan TD, Senator
Paul Coughlan and Senator Daly
meet to discuss delays.

APRIL

Ä 15th April Senator Daly meets with
the Minister for Health Mary Harney
to discuss the Hospital.

đƫ 19th April Senator Daly speaks to the HSE to ensure that
the Design Brief has been completed and has been sent
to the HSE Estates section in Dublin.
đƫ 21st April Senator Daly sends the ﬁrst of many letters
to the staff of Kenmare Hospital in order to keep them
informed of progress.

FEBRUARY
đƫ 8th February Senator Daly speaks to Michael Fitzgerald
regarding a HSE project team which was to be in place
by March. Mr Fitzgerald assures him that the HSE
project team would be in place by March and the
design brief would be completed.

15TH APRIL 2010 – SENATOR DALY WITH
MINISTER FOR HEALTH MARY HARNEY

đƫ 15th February Senator Mark Daly contacts Michael
Fitzgerald asking for the names of the ﬁve design and
build teams in order to offer any assistance that they
may need.

MAY
đƫ 7th May Senator Mark Daly speaks to Michael Fitzgerald
of HSE Kerry to discuss the delay in issuing the tenders.
đƫ 10th May John Browner of HSE Estates in Dublin and
Senator Daly discuss the progress to date as well as the
tendering process for contractors. Senator Daly sends
this information to Kenmare Hospital employees.

MARCH
đƫ 9th March Meeting is held in Dublin with Michael
Fitzgerald of HSE Kerry and with HSE Estates to work
on a brief for the hospital.

đƫ 19th May HSE Estates informs Senator Daly that one of
the preferred contractors has withdrawn and that there
will now be only 4 contractors.

đƫ 11th March Senator Daly speaks to Michael
Fitzgerald and Caroline Oxley of HSE Dublin
and requests a progress report.

đƫ 26th May Senator Daly speaks to John Browner
to follow up regarding the issuing of tenders.
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21ST JULY 2010 – SENATOR DALY, JOHN BROWNER AND HIS TEAM AT THE HSE
MEET TO DISCUSS THE TENDER FOR THE NEW 40-BED HOSPITAL

19TH OCTOBER 2010 –SENATOR DALY MEETS WITH
SEAN DOOLAN OF GLENBEIGH CONSTRUCTION

JUNE

SEPTEMBER

đƫ 7th June John Browner states that tenders will
be sent on the 11th ofJune.

đƫ 3rd, 7th, 8th, 20th September Senator Daly continues
communication with the office of John Browner, HSE
Estates.

đƫ 12th June Tenders are delayed. Senator Daly informs
Friends of Kenmare and follows up once again with
John Browner of HSE Estates.

Ä
21st September Tenders are returned
by the four potential builders to the
HSE. Evaluation period begins.

đƫ 15th June Senator Daly sends a letter to the Hospital
Group and Hospital staff explaining the latest situation.

OCTOBER

JULY

Ä
18th October Senator Daly announces
the decision to grant the contract
to Glenbeigh Construction.

Ä
2 July Tenders are issued for
Kenmare Community Hospital. Senator
Daly continues to communicate with
John Browner of HSE Estates regarding
how the hospital will progress once
the contracts are returned. Tenders
are to be returned by the 7th of
September.
nd

Ä
19th, 21th, 25th, 27th, 28th October
Senator Daly asks the three
unsuccessful contractors to avoid
challenging the awarding of the
contract to Glenbeigh Construction as
further delays would be unacceptable.

đƫ 8th, 12th, 14th, 18th July Senator Daly speaks to John
Browner of HSE Estates regarding how progress can be
achieved once the contracts are returned.

NOVEMBER

đƫ 21 July Senator Daly is the sole public
representative to attend a meeting in Kenmare Hospital
with John Browner of HSE and all 4 companies
competing for the tender.
st

Ä
3rd November HSE sends Letter of
Intent to Glenbeigh Construction
stating that they are to lodge planning.

đƫ 29th July Senator Daly writes to the staff of Kenmare
Hospital to keep them informed of the progress.

đƫ 4th November Senator Daly discusses with Sean Doolan
of Glenbeigh Construction the importance of having a
signed contract in place before budget day on the 7th
of December.

AUGUST

đƫ 5th November John Browner of HSE Estates and
Senator Daly discuss the contracts for the hospital. It
is hoped that a contract will be in place prior to the
budget.

đƫ 6th, 9th, 11th, 14th, 21st, 23rd, 24th, 30th August
Senator Daly speaks to the contractors, who all state
that they would meet with the user groups, staff and
the community group to get their views on the design.
Questions in relation to service for Kerry County
Council are raised by contractors. It is agreed to
extend the closing date for return of tenders to the
21st of September.

đƫ 9th November HSE Estates and Glenbeigh Construction
meet in Dublin to discuss ways of having a contract in
place before the budget.
đƫ 16th November User groups meet in Dublin.
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SENATOR MARK DALY WITH MINISTER FOR HEALTH JAMES REILY

8TH NOVEMBER 2010 – UNA O’NEILL, SPOKESPERSON FOR FRIENDS OF
KENMARE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL, SENATOR DALY AND DONALD LYNCH
OF KPH CONSTRUCTION CLEAR THE SITE FOR THE HOSPITAL

đƫ 18th, 19th, 23rd, 24th, 26th, 30th November Senator Daly
contacts HSE Estates and Glenbeigh Construction to
ensure progress on the legally binding agreement.

Ä
5th May Senator Daly states “Hospital
will proceed due to Letter of
Acceptance”

DECEMBER

đƫ 10th May Local TD’s question the Minister of State at
the Department of Health and Children on Kenmare
Hospital, asking when will construction begin and when
will the contract be signed off on.

Ä
3rd December Legally binding Letter
of Acceptance is issued to Glenbeigh
Construction following negotiated
agreement by Senator Mark Daly

đƫ 16th May Local Councillor motions at Council “seek an
update from the HSE in relation to the construction of
a new Kenmare Community Hospital and request the
Department of Health and HSE to proceed with
construction as soon as possible.”

đƫ 3rd December The HSE issues a Letter of Acceptance to
Glenbeigh Construction. Glenbeigh Construction’s legal
team conﬁrm that the Letter is legally binding on the
HSE.

đƫ 16th May Senator Mark Daly writes to the Staff of
Kenmare Hospital assuring them that the legally
binding agreement secured in December will ensure
the hospital will go ahead.

đƫ 22nd December Planning permission for the
40 Bed Kenmare Hospital is lodged.

Ä
17th May Local TD enquires of the
Minister for Health will funding be
provided and will the project go
ahead “if it is provided, the capital
expenditure involved will be
minuscule when compared to the
service that will be provided for many
years to come. I sincerely call on the
new Government and the Minister
to allow construction to go ahead. I
thank the Minister of State for taking
the matter on behalf of the Minister
and I hope he will give a positive
response” (this is six months after
legally binding letter of acceptance
was issues, following negotiated
agreement by Senator Mark Daly)

2011
JANUARY
đƫ 7th January Copy of letter of Acceptance sent
to Kenmare Hospital Action Group

FEBRUARY
đƫ 14th February Discussion with the HSE regarding the
planning for the Hospital
đƫ 24th February Planning permission granted for Kenmare
Hospital by Kerry County Council.

MARCH /APRIL
đƫ March /April Senate Election

MAY
đƫ 3rd May Senator Daly spoke to HSE and Glenbeigh who
conﬁrmed project on track

đƫ 25th May A HSE source responds to Newspaper claims
that Kenmare hospital is “in limbo” - “We (The HSE)
are waiting on the Minister to sign off on the Capital
Plan. The new hospital continues to be a HSE priority.
We are anxious for its development, it is required in
Kenmare,” the HSE source conﬁrmed.

Ä
4th May An article in Newspaper states
“hopes for the Kenmare Hospital may
yet be dashed by the Government”.
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3RD OF FEBRUARY 2012 SENATOR MARK
DALY AND MINISTER FOR HEALTH JAMES
REILLY TURNING THE SOD ON THE NEW
KENMARE HOSPITAL

SENATOR MARK DALY, MICHEAL O’CONNOR,
DAVID BREEN AND PJ MCALLEN AT THE
KENMARE HOSPITAL

JUNE

Ä
1st June Newspaper leads with a
story claiming that “Kenmare
Hospital may be put off until 2014.”
Ä
1st June Senator Daly states in same
paper that the Letter of Acceptance
he negotiated for Glenbeigh
Construction on 3rd December 2010
secures the Hospital’s inclusion in
the Capital Plan, ensure funding
from the Government.
đƫ 8th June At a meeting between the Minister for
Health and the HSE, the Minister is informed that
due to the legally binding agreement in place since
3rd December 2010, the funding for the hospital
could not be cut from the Capital Plan.
đƫ 15th June Official announcement by the Department
of Health that the Hospital will go ahead.

JULY
đƫ 12th July Amendments to the HSE’s Capital Plan
delay the ﬁling of the Commencement Notice for the
new hospital with Kerry County Council. The Letter
of Acceptance issued by the HSE in December 2010
spares Kenmare hospital from any changes.
đƫ 13th July The Kerryman’s front page claims
Kenmare Hospital will be given the green light
within the week.

AUGUST

SENATOR MARK DALY AND PROJECT
MANAGER FOR GLENBEIGH CONSTRUCTION
GER HOULIHAN INSPECT THE NEW AMBULANCE
BAY AT KENMARE HOSPITAL

Ä
19th August Minister for Health James
Reilly TD signs off on the Letter of
Sanction for Kenmare Hospital.

SEPTEMBER
đƫ 16th September Senator Daly asked HSE to appoint
Employer Engineer so that Hospital can proceed.

OCTOBER
đƫ 17th October Employer engineer Appointed.

NOVEMBER
đƫ 28th November Kenmare Plant Hire on site to
prepare site
đƫ 30th November Minister for Health sod turning
ceremony postponed

DECEMBER
đƫ 9th December foundations Contractor Appointed

2012

FEBRUARY
Ä 3rd February Minister for Health James
Reilly turns Sod on Kenmare Hospital
39 years after the Campaign began.

SENATOR MARK DALY
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